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8:30 PM EST                                  
Announcement of Quorum Call to Order/Welcome:  John Lawton, Secretary, indicated that a quorum was present so David Mason, Co-State Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:31 PM EST.
 
Present were: Steve Mocco, David Mason, Bill Crum, Mervin Ford, Jonathan Taylor, John Lawton, Steven Price, Jonathan Ramsey, Desmond Moore, Joshua Grube, Jamey Ketler, Chris McNealy,  Kathryn “Kate Mocco” Herrmann, Shawn Sheldon,  Conor Beebe, Graham Smith, Aaron Burnley,  Travis Laxton, Jeremiah LaFountain, Humberto Miret, Tom McMath, Erik Manning, Clint Thompson and Dante Jiovenetta.
Absent were: Steven Price, Mike Palazzo, Zach Deaton, Josh McIntosh, Art Mosley, Dwight Spence, Jim Prendergast, Roy Wolgamuth, Hunter Hill, Ryan Blackwell, Roy Scott and Michael DiGrigoli.
Guests present: none

Regular Monthly Business
A - Approval of Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting of November 20, 2024– John Lawton made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to approve the Minutes of the Board of Director’s Meeting held on November 20, 2024. The motion was passed without objection.

B - Membership Report of 2024-25 as of December 17, 2024 – John Lawton 

Athletes – 	2,369 + 22%, new 49%
Leaders – 	255 +21% new 21%
Clubs – 	73 +12% new 11%
Events – 	7 -20%
Income 	$38,256 + 34%

C - Financial Report: FAWA Financial Status as of November 30, 2024 – JT Taylor 

Checking 	$100,377.18 
Savings 	$8,121.32
Venmo		$0.00
Total Monies	$108,498.50; 
Net Income 	$27,632.95

Attached are November Financial Reports
i Statement of Financial Position
ii YTD Activity by Class
iii Statement of Activity by Class for month of November

JT Taylor made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to approve the financial report. The motion was passed without objection.

Continuing Business

1- Contract with Spartan on FAWA States/Spartan Nationals – David Mason reported that he did receive the signed contract back from Spartan.
2- Bid Proposal to host 2026-29 Boys 14u National Duals at Wiregrass Ranch; Jamey Ketler
A Board Resolution that FAWA supports this bid. Bill Crum made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, that says the FAWA Board of Directors supports this bid proposal. The motion was passed without objection.

New Business

1-Executive Board Member Reports

A – Co-State Chairman, Steve Mocco – no report
Co-State Chairman, David Mason said that is seeking to have an in-person Annual Meeting held either in the last week of August or the first week of September of 2025.

B – Vice Chairman, Mervin Ford – absent, no report

C – President, Bill Crum asked Shawn Sheldon o look into whether his new school, West Boco High is able to how FAWA events.
D – Treasurer, Jonathan Taylor: 
i – Report on 2024-25 Budget – JT Taylor made a motion, 2nd by Bill Crum, to approve the 2024-25 Budget. The motion was passed without objection
E – Secretary, John Lawton made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to honor and thank the mat officials listed below as 2024 Emeritus Recipients, for their service and dedication to FAWA. The motion was passed without objection. 
	2024 EMERITUS RECIPIENTS 



The following Officials have been nominated for Emeritus due to their exceptional dedication.
Thank you for your years of service & dedication to the USWOA and USA Wrestling!

John Ahern, Fidel Albelo, Chuck Almeida, Michael Devine, Barbara Eldred, Morrie Geselter, William Grant, John Heyman, Robert Kamperman, John Kelly and Toby Walker

F – Events Director, Steven Price;
i Events Committee – 
A Sunshine Open – Bill Crum suggested that FAWA send out a mass email to all FAWA members advertising the Sunshine Open at Cardinal Gibbons that will have remote weigh-ins on December 27 with wrestling on December 28.

B 2025 Kids Folkstyle Nationals 14u and under, Fort Wayne, Indiana; Jan 24-26, 2025 – David Mason announced that USA Wrestling is hosting this event.

C 2025 Father Devine 
i Dates & Location – David Mason said that FAWA is seeking to host this event on the first weekend of May, specifically on May 2-4, 2025. Mr. Mason said that The Villages is interested in hosting.  One of the requirements is that the venue must have a minimum of 6 competition mats.
ii Request for Proposals Received

D Beach Wrestling tournaments – Dwight Spence who brought this item up was not at the meeting, so update was available.

G – State Teams Director, JD Ramsey said the goal for the National Team trips in 2025 is to have 170 athletes, 105 males with 80 have the full team package with 55 receiving stipends and 65 girls with 44 having the full team package with 25 receiving stipends.
Further, the girls will be housed in the Days Inn motel and not in NDSU’s dorms which have no air conditioning. In response a question, Mr. Ramsey said that a full package is described as wrestlers flying on the Team Flights, staying in the Teams hotels, getting an entry, getting coaching and a team uniform. Those who do not have the full package stay off site, not in team hotel and get their own flight. They do get an entry, Team Florida coaching and a team uniform.

David Mason made a motion, 2nd by Graham Smith, to set the total amount of stipends at $65,000, with 18-20% of the stipends going toward wrestlers participated in the National Duals. The motion was passed without objection

H – Women’s Director, Desmond Moore is seeking to get a Team Leader for each of the following teams: 14u, 16u and Juniors.

J – Officials Director, Josh Grube said that he is seeking to host clinics on the 2025 rules in Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa and South Florida areas. Mr. Grube also said that USWOA announced Upgrades in rank to M2 from M3 for the following Florida mat officials – Jason Bonney, James Prendergast, Chris Mays and Robert Hazewinkel

2-Area Director Reports New Clubs and Tourneys in Area
A Northeast - Chris McNealy – no report; 
 
B Northwest – Zach Deaton; Alachua WC High Springs

C Central – Jamey Ketler; Fricks Wrestling, Parrish

D East – Michael Palazzo;

E South – Kate Mocco, Upcoming events -
Preseason Impact Duals, Margate Sports Complex 11/22-23; 
Chiefs Invitational IBT Cardinal Gibbons 11/23; 
50th Seahorse Open, Cypress Bay High, Weston, Rae Held Call Out Nov 27, Tournament Nov 29-30; 
Sunshine Wresting, Cardinal Gibbons, Fort Lauderdale Dec 28;

F Southeast - Shawn Sheldon;

G Southwest – Josh McIntosh, absent no report. John Lawton said that Venice which has a big gym is interested in hosting the Father Devine tournament. David Mason said they should be sent an RFP.


3- Open Floor:

4- The Next Board Meeting date will be January 15, 2025

Meeting Adjournment; Kate Mocco made a motion, 2nd by JT Taylor, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned at 10:02 pm.

Minutes prepared by John Lawton, Secretary, FAWA teamflorida2021@gmail.com, (727) 479-3978
	
